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has ever been received by Parliament and no more difficult,
and I may almost say repugnant, task has ever been imposed
upon a Prime Minister."
Then began his long, simple description of the preceding
days. When the story ended, Mr. Baldwin was cheered.
There was no protest yet, and no criticism.. The Leader of
the Opposition asked that the sitting should be suspended
until evening, in view of the gravity of the King's message.
Little more than half an hour from the time when Mr. Bald-
win rose from his seat and took the King's message to the
Speaker, the House rose and withdrew in silence.
King Edward remained in England one more day. In Lon-
don, the Commons closed the formalities associated with the
Abdication Bill. The House had met on Thursday evening,
when the Leader of the Opposition said, "This occasion does
not, in my view, call for long and eloquent speeches/' He
spoke with sympathy for the King, and with understanding
for Mr. Baldwin. The Leader of the Liberals and Mr. Winston
Churchill followed, and it must have solaced Mr. Baldwin to
hear the latter speaker withdraw his early suggestion, that
the King had been harried into making his decision. "I accept
wholeheartedly,'* Mr. Churchill said, "what the Prime Min-
ister has proved—namely, that the decision taken this week
has been taken by His Majesty freely, voluntarily and spon-
taneously, in his own time and in his own way."
The day in the House ended with the speeches of those who
were openly opposed to monarchy. The most interesting ad-
dress was from Mr. Maxton, who revealed the dangers the
King's abdication might awaken among Communists. Mr.
Maxton spoke with quiet appreciation of the opposite view.
"I am speaking in a House in which an overwhelming pro-
portion of the membership is under feelings of very strong
emotion. I respect these emotions, although I do not entirely
share them.... I share the same sympathies with the Prime
Minister, who has to shoulder a task which few, if any, of the
occupants of his office has ever had to shoulder before, and,
in the nature of the case, has had to shoulder it alone." There
210

